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19 CFR Ch. I (4–1–16 Edition) § 132.2 

(g) Quota status. ‘‘Quota status’’ is 
the standing which entitles quota-class 
merchandise to admission under an ab-
solute quota, or to a reduced rate of 
duty under a tariff-rate quota, or to 
any other quota benefit. 

[T.D. 73–203, 38 FR 20230, July 30, 1973, as 
amended by T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46814, Aug. 9, 
1979; T.D. 89–104, 54 FR 50498, Dec. 7, 1989] 

§ 132.2 Enactment and administration 
of quotas. 

(a) Enactment. Tariff-rate quotas and 
absolute quotas are established by 
Presidential proclamations, Executive 
orders, and legislative enactments. 
These documents are published in the 
Customs Bulletin. 

(b) Administration. Quotas vary by the 
type of commodity involved, the coun-
try of exportation, the period or peri-
ods the quota is open and the type of 
quota. Quotas are divided into two cat-
egories: Quotas administered directly 
by Headquarters, U.S. Customs Serv-
ice, and quotas administered by other 
agencies which are enforced by Head-
quarters, U.S. Customs Service, and 
which may require special procedures 
or special documentation in accord-
ance with the regulations and direc-
tives of the particular agency involved. 

(c) Strict construction employed. The 
terms of a Presidential proclamation, 
Executive order, or legislative enact-
ment establishing a quota, and the reg-
ulations implementing the quota, must 
be strictly complied with. 

§ 132.3 Observation of official hours. 
An entry summary for consumption 

or a withdrawal for consumption for 
quota-class merchandise shall be pre-
sented only during official office hours, 
except as provided in §§ 132.12 and 
141.62(b) of this chapter. For purposes 
of administering quotas, ‘‘official office 
hours’’ shall mean 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
in all time zones. 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46814, Aug. 9, 1979] 

§ 132.4 Quota quantity entry limits. 
At the opening of the quota no im-

porter shall be permitted to present en-
tries or withdrawals for consumption 
of quota-class merchandise for a quan-
tity in excess of the quantity admis-
sible under the applicable quota. 

§ 132.5 Merchandise imported in ex-
cess of quota quantities. 

(a) Absolute quota merchandise. Abso-
lute quota merchandise imported in ex-
cess of the quantity admissible under 
the applicable quota must be disposed 
of in accordance with paragraph (c) of 
this section. 

(b) Tariff-rate quota merchandise. Mer-
chandise imported in excess of the 
quantity admissible at the reduced 
quota rate under a tariff-rate quota is 
permitted entry at the higher duty 
rate. However, it may be disposed of in 
accordance with paragraph (c) of this 
section. 

(c) Disposition of excess merchandise. 
Merchandise imported in excess of ei-
ther an absolute or a tariff-rate quota 
may be held for the opening of the next 
quota period by placing it in a foreign- 
trade zone or by entering it for ware-
house, or it may be exported or de-
stroyed under Customs supervision. 

§ 132.6 Exception to reduced rates. 
Reduced or modified duty rates under 

tariff-rate quotas established pursuant 
to section 350 of the Tariff Act of 1930, 
as amended and extended (19 U.S.C. 
1351), are not applicable to products 
imported directly or indirectly from 
the countries or areas listed under 
General Note 3(b), Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States (19 
U.S.C. 1202). 

[T.D. 73–203, 53 FR 20230, July 30, 1973, as 
amended by T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51255, Dec. 21, 
1988; T.D. 90–78, 55 FR 40166, Oct. 2, 1990] 

Subpart B—Administration of 
Quotas 

§ 132.11 Quota priority and status. 
(a) Determination of quota priority and 

status. Quota priority and status are 
determined as of the time of presen-
tation of the entry summary for con-
sumption, or withdrawal for consump-
tion, in proper form in accordance with 
§ 132.1(d). 

(b) Documentation and deposit of duties 
in proper form required. Merchandise 
covered by an entry summary for con-
sumption, which serves as both the 
entry and entry summary, or by a 
withdrawal for consumption, shall be 
regarded as entered for purposes of 
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